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INTRODUCTION

Seventy years passed since the end of the Second World
War. Even after 70 years, many Japanese people mourn the

deceased of the last war and pray for the peaceful world.

For the Japanese, IREIl for the war dead is a natural
practice. In other countries, national governments observe
commemoration ceremonies for the war dead. However, are

such ceremonies exactly the same as Japanese IREI?

Japanese IREl is deeply based on Japanese culture and faith
and is sometimes difficult to understand for foreign people. For
today’s Japanese people 70 years after the war, it would be

need to know this fact and try to promote this idea to abroad.
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The Shinto Faith
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Since ancient times, Japanese people have expressed the
divine energy or life-force of the natural world as kami and
have worshiped them. Individuals who have made a great
contribution to the state or society may also be enshrined and

revered as kami.

Observing the Shinto faith includes worshipping ancestors
as guardians of the family. Japanese have enshrined their

ancestral spirits at altars in their homes.

There are jinja in Japan today where various kami are
enshrined, particularly those who appear in the story of the
Divine Age or historical figures. Among them are individuals
known for their great achievements, such as the Emperor,
politicians, scholars, loyal retainers, or brave samurai.
Furthermore, some persons who died for the community are
enshrined as kami. In Japanese society, people have shared
the culture of deifying someone or something that showed

special ability beyond the norm.
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Japanese have equally enshrined spirits of those who died
for the country in various wars—civil wars or world wars—since

the mid 19" century, regardless of their social position or rank.

Every jinja in Japan is a place where deities or spirits are
enshrined. Therefore, there are no remains of the deceased in

a jinja. This includes jinja enshrining individuals as well.

Today, there are more than 50 jinja in Japan where fallen
soldiers are enshrined, and numerous numbers of monuments

were built in all parts of Japan.

In present Shinto, worshipping fallen soldiers as guardians

of the country and people is a part of its faith.

G

HATIRE RS, WP H R AR SESEARFCHEDOLDIC
HCT A2 (B % EROMIP SO FEIB-TEE L,
L5534 BROWLELTNE MO MBLIE MR TTH 6. BRI
HADTHPRE LSO ENTOEE Ao Z AN E TS
FRECT .

AATIZS B AR ATES LTV A M AS0M DL EHY . & 51z HA
FIZIEB AN WVIZE DR ENBTONTVET,

HAE O I E S A% OO ELCRIIFRETL 2L LS BN
BHHEDTT,

&

KLt Dz EFTshrine) EBIRRENTVETA  ARshrine& (FEADEE P
EYEREUEEPHDIEZIETHIETI. ZOH FICHBREZESHLT
HNEF . ZLDOAEABshrineLBKETECCEBRPENDNHDIDEBS1EWVD
BRUEREER>TLESTETLED,

HAMCRTE. FIrD/NILT /@B % FUHEHH OEVREHERES S
TChltemple ) ERETREINTVET . templeJMABRZ T TREL TEIER
FBMICHETZHBEOFRBEDIFRERZLISTHELRDTY,

Ninjal EVWSEERFREELLTERLTVWBHELRFERFEA UHLRE
T BTzHICE shrineTEBL EBAEHALIESZATjinjazfE>THLLZEN
BETY,

FL2ETEREEPRIIRENESNTVBELSC. AZHmELTIEZ LS
BARDGEHRABEHRETH B LA THMEEHDITLLD,



IREI,

the Spirituality of

the Japanese

Yasukuni Jinja & Gokoku Jinja
5 & 0

At Yasukuni Jinja, more than 2,466,000 spirits of those who
died in wars since 19" century are enshrined. This number
includes not only soldiers but also samurai warriors who died
in the process of modernization as well as nurses and female

students who worked in hospitals on the battlefields.

In addition to them, at Gokoku Jinja of each prefecture, the
spirits of those who died when on duty, such as the war dead, Self-

Defense Officials, policeofficers, and firefighters are enshrined.

“Yasukuni’ means ‘peaceful nation’, and ‘Gokoku’ means
‘defense of the country’ in Japanese. As the names suggest,
Yasukuni Jinja and Gokoku Jinja were established to wish
for the peace of the country. Father Bruno Bitter, S.J. and
other Catholic priests appreciated this idea, and they advised
the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers to preserve
Yasukuni Jinja after the World War Il. It is common for everyone
in the world to have a place where people show respect to the

war dead and wish for the peace.
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Every year, about 5,000,000 people visit Yasukuni Jinja

regardless of religion, faith, or nationality.

On 15" August, the Anniversary for the End of the Great
East Asia War, many people visit Yasukuni Jinja from the
morning to the evening. At noon, everyone observes a moment
of silence with appreciation to the enshrined kami and pray for

peace. It is a special day for the Japanese.

Yasukuni Jinja and Gokoku Jinja are places to show
appreciation and respect to those who dedicated their lives
to build a peaceful country. Furthermore, they are places to
pray for everlasting peace and prosperity of Japan. This is the
reason why many people visit Yasukuni Jinja and Gokoku Jinja

throughout the year.
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What Is 'Ire1'?

HARANDIEE [IconT

Japanese people mourn over those who lost their lives.
Furthermore, they have given comfort to their souls through

rituals and ceremonies. This is called ‘ire/* in Japanese.

It is similar to Requiem Mass celebrated for the dead in
Catholicism, but jre/ is not a prayer to God for the repose of the
souls. It is thoroughly a performance to comfort each one of

the spirits of victims.

Since the Meiji Restoration in 19" century, Japanese fallen
soldiers who dedicated their lives for the country have been
enshrined at Yasukuni Jinja or Gokoku Jinja as kami based on
Japanese culture, and the Japanese have observed rituals for

them. This is an aspect of 'ire/* in Japan.
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Enshrined kami at Yasukuni Jinja and Gokoku Jinja are
especially called 'eirei'. Its definition is similar to 'The Glorious
Dead' in English. However, there is one thing very different:

They are kami who are enshrined and prayed for at jinja.

Today, many events and rituals are held at Yasukuni Jinja,
such as daily offering of sacred dance, annual ritual, cherry
blossoms festival, lanterns festival, Noh theatre, sumo wrestling,
pro wrestling and many more. From 1871 to 1898, even horse
racing was held on the Jinja grounds. To entertain the enshrined
spirits, various traditional arts are also performed as offerings.
These are to comfort and amuse the enshrined kami by

dedicating events that they enjoyed when they were alive.

Yasukuni Jinja and Gokoku Jinja can never be separated
from ‘jrei* to mourn over the death of compatriots who dedicated

their lives for the country.
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